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Some people believe lhat the constellations Mesha
etc. have received their riaines on account of the motion
of the Sun. This is incorrect. The principles governing
the names of the constellations have been clearly given
in the first chapter. Each Rasi means a collection,
contaicmg the planets and the periods of stars of that
Rasi. It is not exclusively related to the Sun. Naming
the months as the Mesha month, Vrishabha month etc.,
simply because the Sun travels in the respective
constellations, is not held acceptable by the sasthras.
The Yajurveda clearly points out that the word Maasa
(month) is applicable only to a period containing the
bright fortnight and the dark fortnight, ending with a
New Moon day. The Yajurveda refers to the lunar
months of Aswayuja and Kartheefca as "months", SJsmg
the names of the constellations to denote the (soiar)
months, simply because the sun traverses the constellations
is a man-made terminology. We can only say that
the sun traverses the constellations.

Dealing with the creation and maintenance of the
the universe, the twelve constellations forming the outer
cover of the universe were mentioned. Notwithstanding
the cover, notwithstanding the peels of an orange being
separate, the petals inside penetrate to the centre. Likewise
all the stars of the constellations stretch up to the
centre of the universe. Therefore, in whatever way
the planets travel, it is equivalent to their travelling
in the constellations.

Since the forces of the stars in all the twelve constelatioas
pervade in the centre of the area stars are related
to those in the opposite constellations, giving rise to
forces of attraction. The existence of this attraction
lend strength and importance to constellations triangularly
connected. The triangular connections of the constellations
are given in the following diagram.